Recreational Fires & Open
Burning Regulations

The Township of Alexandria does not have ordinances governing Open Burning,
Recreational Fires, Bonfires and Outdoor Fireplaces but these are regulated under
various State of New Jersey Statutes, Codes and Citations which are covered by some
or all of the following: NJ Uniform Construction Code including adoption of the
International Building Code 2021 NJ Edition, NJ Uniform Fire Code including adoption of
the International Fire Code 2018 NJ Edition and NJ Title 13:9 State Forest Fire Service
regulations. Each of these codes also may contain citations to other applicable codes and
standards.

Definitions:

e Bonfire - an outdoor fire utilized for ceremonial purposes

e« Open Burning - the burning of materials wherein products of combustion are emitted
directly into the ambient air without passing through a stack or chimney from an
enclosed chamber. Open burning does not include road flares, smudge pots and
similar devices associated with safety or occupational uses typically considered open
flames, recreational fires or use of portable outdoor fireplaces. For the purpose of
this definition, a chamber shall be regarded as enclosed when, during the time
combustion occurs, only apertures, ducts, stacks, flues or chimneys necessary to
provide combustion air and permit the escape of exhaust gas are open.

e Recreational Fire - an outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the
fuel being burned is not contained in an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, portable
outdoor fireplace, barbeque grill or barbeque pit and has a total fuel area of 3 feet or
less in diameter and 2 feet or less in height for pleasure, religious, ceremonial,
cooking, warmth or similar purposes.

Regulations:
Regulations specifically governing Open Burning and Recreational Fires as outlined in
the International Fire Code New Jersey Edition 2018 have been summarized below. For
the complete text of these regulations please review the original regulations in full at NJ
Fire Code IFC-2018

« Fires in approved containers such as portable outdoor fireplaces such as a chiminea
or grill are permitted, provided that such fires are not less than 15 feet from any
structure or combustible material, including dwellings, sheds, canopies, any other
structure on the property, or the property line. Approved containers shall be used in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. All fire pits shall be covered with a
mesh cover having opening not larger than % inch.


https://up.codes/viewer/new_jersey/ifc-2018
https://up.codes/viewer/new_jersey/ifc-2018

Section 307.2 states, “open burning shall be allowed without prior notification to the
Twp. Fire Marshal for recreational fires.” Recreational fires are defined as “an outdoor
fire burning materials other than rubbish where the fuel being burned is not contained
in an...outdoor fireplace, portable outdoor fireplace, barbeque grill or barbeque pit
and has a total fuel area of 3 feet or less in diameter and 2 feet or less in height for
pleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, warmth or similar purposes.” Recreational
fires would include fire pits and backyard fire rings less than 3 feet in diameter and
2’ high. Minimum clearances to combustibles and property lines for this type of fire
is 25 feet.

All fires must be attended and supervised by an adult the entire time they are burning.
All other open burning shall be not less than 50 feet from any structure.

Wind conditions pose a significant threat to the safety of a neighborhood when
someone has a fire going. Check with the NJ Forest Fire Service to see the current
Fire Danger in your area.

Section 307.1.1 states, "open burning shall be prohibited when atmospheric
conditions or local circumstances make such fires hazardous.” That means that even
if you have your fire in a fire pit or chiminea, if the setup or the weather conditions
causes a high risk for fire spread, you may not start or maintain the fire. Local law
enforcement or the fire department may order the extinguishment of any fire under
these conditions. Whenever a law enforcement officer or the fire department requires
the extinguishment of any open burning, there is no appeal process and failure to
extinguish the fire as ordered may result in monetary penalties.

Section 307.5 states, “open burning, bonfires, recreational fires and use of portable
outdoor fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished.”
Additionally, you are required to have a portable fire extinguisher, garden hose, or
other means of fire extinguishment available for immediate utilization.

Section 307.2.2 states, “open burning shall not be utilized for waste disposal
purposes, shall be of the minimum size for the intended purpose, and the fuel shall
be chosen to minimize the generation and emission of air contaminants.” This means
you cannot burn leaves, trash, or yard waste for disposal purposes. The fire chief,
fire marshal or any other code enforcement department within the Township may
order any outdoor fire which unreasonably interferes with the health, safety or welfare
of neighboring residents or properties, to be extinguished.

Open burning of any kind is prohibited on public property, including parks, streets,
sidewalks, and any other public recreation areas. fire department requires the
extinguishment of any open burning, there is no appeal process and failure to
extinguish the fire as ordered may result in severe penalties.

Section 307.5 states, “open burning, bonfires, recreational fires and use of portable
outdoor fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished.”
Additionally, you are required to have a portable fire extinguisher, garden hose, or
other means of fire extinguishment available for immediate utilization.

Section 307.2.2 states, “open burning shall not be utilized for waste disposal
purposes, shall be of the minimum size for the intended purpose, and the fuel shall
be chosen to minimize the generation and emission of air contaminants.” This means



you cannot burn leaves, trash, or yard waste for disposal purposes. The Fire Chief,
Fire Marshal or any other code enforcement department within the Township may
order any outdoor fire which unreasonably interferes with the health, safety or welfare
of neighboring residents or properties, to be extinguished.

Open-Flame Cooking Devices and Outdoor Fireplaces (Section 308.1.4) states that
“charcoal burners, other open-flame cooking devices, and outdoor fireplaces shall not be
operated or stored:”

o

o

On any porch, balcony, deck or any other portion of a building;
Within any room or space of a building;

Within 5 feet of any combustible construction;

Within 5 feet, vertically or horizontally, of an opening in any wall; or
Under any building overhang

« Similar rules apply to Liquid Propane (LPG) barbeque grills (Section 308.1.4.1) — with
10’ clearance to combustibles.

e The Open-Flame Cooking Devices/Outdoor Fireplaces rules do not apply to
detached owner-occupied one- or two-family dwellings, but following these
precautions is highly advisable.

e Outdoor fires are prohibited at any R-2 (N.J.A.C. 5:70-4.1) use group (apartments
and multifamily dwellings).

There are other rules regarding open burning and recreational fires. If the type of fire you
wish to maintain does not appear in these rules, please contact our office prior to your
event or lighting and ensure that the burning is permitted. Open burning that is larger than
that permitted for the recreational fires (Typically a Bonfire) described above requires a
Fire Safety Permit issued by the Fire Prevention Bureau. Permits are issued or denied at
the discretion of the Fire Marshal.

Additionally, since much of our Township is considered a “Forested Area” the following
information from the NJ Forest Fire Service also governs outdoor fires.

The “General Forest Fire Act” (N.J.S.A. 13:9 et. Al.) requires before having a fire within a
forested area, you must first obtain a permit. To apply for a permit, contact the
local Forest Fire Service Office at (973) 786-6350.

Recreational Fire Permits may be issued as follows:

« Event: Ceremonial or non-residential event up to 2 days
e Regular: Residential use up to 30 days
e Seasonal: Approved recreation areas up to 90 days

Recreational permits are issued free of charge and should be requested at least 10 days
in advance. A self-addressed, stamped envelope is required for processing. No permits


https://www.nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/fire/about/contact.html

may be issued for a fire that is in violation of the State Air Pollution Code or conflicts with
the State Fire Prevention Code.

« Permits may be secured with the understanding that they give the holder no right to
enter or use the property of another without the owner’s permission.

« Permits are not transferable, must be in possession of the person doing the burning
and shown upon request.

« Fire Wardens may place any restrictions or special conditions on burning those local
conditions may warrant.

Special Restrictions

The Department of Environmental Protection regulates open burning to limit the
production of smoke in the interest of air quality, and to reduce the potential of wildfire
devastating our natural resources and the surrounding communities.

Fire Wardens can refuse to issue permits during any condition(s) that may make burning
dangerous, or permits may be banned or rescinded entirely by the State Fire Warden.

Additionally, “whenever, by reason of drought, the forests of the State are in danger of
fires, the commissioner shall have the authority to forbid by proclamation from entering
forests, in such parts of the State as the department deems the public interest requires”
(Forest Fire Laws of Title 13, Chapter 9 New Jersey State Forest Fire Service).

The following recreational permit restrictions may take effect without prior notice:
Stage #1 —all fires directly on the ground in wooded areas will be prohibited.

Stage #2 —all fires in wooded area will be prohibited unless in an elevated prepared
fireplace, elevated charcoal grill, or stove using electricity or a liquid or gas fuel.

Stage #3 —all fires in wooded areas will be prohibited unless using electricity or a liquid
or gas fuel.

Prohibited
Under “Control and Prohibition of Open Burning” N.J.A.C. 7:27—2.1 et seq.

e Salvage operations by open burning (7:27-2.2).

e« The disposal of rubbish, garbage, trade waste, buildings or structures by open
burning (7:27-2.3A).

« The disposal of fallen leaves by open burning (7:27-2.3B).
Under New Jersey Forest Fire Law - N.J.S.A Title 13:9



e Setting fire to any forest, brush, grassland or tidal marsh without the written
permission of a Forest Fire Warden (13:9-19).

e Having any fire by which property may be endangered without maintaining a careful
and competent watch (13:9-20).

« In addition, all open burning must conform to the NJ Fire Prevention Code (N.J.A.C.
5:70-3. et seq.), enforced by the NJ Division of Fire Safety or Twp. Fire Marshal.

« Violations may result in fines to $5,000 and reimbursement of costs associated with
extinguishing the fire.

For additional information please contact the Township of Alexandria Fire Prevention
office at (908) 612-3592



